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Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 03590 111151Z 
44 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CAB-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 

DOTE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 FAA-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 

SP-02 L-03 /053 W 

088324 

R 111130Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3723 

UNCLAS COLOMBO 3590 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, BEXP, CE 

SUBJ: GSL ENCOURAGING INCREASED INTERNATIONAL AIR SERVICE 

1. IN RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBASSY OFFICERS AND IN 
SPEECH BEFORE LOCAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GSL AVIATION 
MINISTER KAT.I TGALI.A HAS STATED THAT IN ORDER TO PROMOTE 
TOURISM GSL HAS NOW ACCEPTED "OPEN SKIES" POLICY. IT IS 
ENCOURAGING AND ACTIVELY NEGOTIATING 

WITH FOREIGN FLAG AIRLINES TO INCREASE 

EXISTING SERVICES OR TO INITIATE NEW SERVICES TO COLOMB INTERNA- 
TIONAL AIRPORT. NEW ELEMENT IS THAT GSL IS NOT 
EXPECTING RECIPROCAL RIGHTS IN EXCHANGE FOR GRANTING 
EXPANDED SERVICE TO SRI LANKA. 

2. SINCE TWA ENDED SERVICE TO COLOMBO SEVERAL YEARS 
AGO, THERE HAVE BEEN OCCASIONAL DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING 
RESUMPTION. FOLLOWING ALLOCATION OF GLOBAL SERVICES 

BETWEEN TWA AND PANAM, PANAM PRESUMABLY WOULD NOT BE POTENTIAL 
CARRIER TO OR THROUGH COLOMBO. WE SUGGEST PANAM BE TOLD 
ABOUT GSL'S NEW APPROACH. 

VAN HOT ,LF,N 
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